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Oral History of:   Leah Trosch 

Interviewed by:   Susie Pappas  

Date of Interview:  March 11, 2019 

Location of Interview: Max M. Fisher Federation Building 

Subject Matter:   Women’s Philanthropy Dept. of the Jewish Federation of 

Metropolitan Detroit 

 

Susie Pappas: 00:01 My name is Susie Pappas, and today is March 11, 2019. I'm 
interviewing Leah Trosch at the Max M. Fisher Federation 
Building in Bloomfield Hills, Michigan. 

Susie Pappas: 00:14 This interview is being recorded as part of the Women in 
Leadership oral history project. Do you give permission to the 
Leonard M. Simons Jewish Community Archives to publish, 
duplicate, or otherwise use this recording for educational 
purposes or for use as deemed appropriate by the Archives? 

Leah Trosch: 00:36 Sure. 

Susie Pappas: 00:37 The Women's Philanthropy Department of the Jewish 
Federation has had several names throughout its history, 
including Women's Division, Women's Campaign and Education 
Department, but for the purposes of this interview, we will refer 
to it by its current name, Women's Philanthropy, but you may 
use whatever name you're comfortable with. 

Susie Pappas: 01:02 Tell me your name and when and where you were born. 

Leah Trosch: 01:05 My name is Leah Trosch, and I was born in Detroit at Sinai 
Hospital, December 30th, 1961. 

Susie Pappas: 01:12 Where did you go to school? 

Leah Trosch: 01:14 For elementary school, I went to Hillel Day school, and middle 
school actually, and then Southfield High for high school. 

Susie Pappas: 01:20 You grew up in Southfield? 

Leah Trosch: 01:22 I did. 

Susie Pappas: 01:23 Is that where- 

https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=r1MpWmuo3vbkRvgygO1jbHPjQuDIQyeMQtoszMTxJ19TlAlyVEr2-EaoHaaa-W7W0ngsn022XqXTAbqdXxBUspY1Kbw&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=1.67
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=cNABt_BwgBd75g1esHNzE8LZwEon8Cmj0MLMHxOGFtoQuAyRYEHZGihkAVdaokB6JtpOKctkDDGEzf4UyUsDLamsVEk&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=14.47
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=1KOwgaWf1AHrJF-l7MSla0ORTPgBZNuM56k1SKJvh2XZrpzZZH7kIVw1bC-Kqy_3T4w18h89y_QJRymrF9qIORpINLw&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=36.53
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=NItclKVbJniYRDGhrA6fPKKrBgmEqhlgEhjR9sIj7p9W5uN0C0lsIu78qDc5WRJKjrXnUqE9zohHkSDzEeNwb2J529o&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=37.76
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=saV7WUWDCZ-pdwC9_UUwbz1waPfHdze5DOgzQbZbggm-8peCKDmiQWJDSFlmr9iwoX5qWQ8L6qIV26aTeqC-32630ns&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=62.12
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=5iZQ_EnhgRzG8uBMXAA58uJZ8SacWYgm_2A9_5NG-0J4RomKZdLlhVK2FIUL6tayjYkynXtPwM3nV3OCuT_iTiyJg0k&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=65.64
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=MD5UmTr5xbQLqmnbSqa3macIwgkUUvhZJqclgkFkk4KhiEbTwaDsJRQSZI1Cx7PyWUlUN5akgHrrydC3sTSPaQLZ1h8&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=72.89
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=ri-mFfbGjCJwVIH8ooXYteMtkqHBW-qn776OaSGEdbaMV8eFKgLTgQTgjgAV_Wcdc5phpiORSQbiS2_dJ4CZj2IOwPQ&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=74.57
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=XQ9rwi6m-dIaRg0eTlJOxJNjB6FHO8W8AfduHncLR7DYJtUl0cCbAMObuEwrLopOKKiXstNskq1crX4V_0wPo9Q3L78&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=80.83
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=McA2nfLvCx2vUSRUiXRr6EgKMEmn_Xv3RaMqLSyvVQsFYkmvrryTkdcEIE5E6BxFtZ_Ty_64Gqtp6LdJAhfTyfo19go&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=82.47
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=WprDsIpUwmiTx26JRkdgsPAXEWnO_1Vkdie9VRIwUANaoYitwBgziCKOGAIqj-TUoumimQq8Uo2CwlGy6oob5qSshew&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=83.16


 

 

 

 Page 2 of 20 

 

Leah Trosch: 01:23 Yep. I lived in Southfield pretty much most of my young adult 
life. 

Susie Pappas: 01:27 How was religion observed in your home as a child? 

Leah Trosch: 01:31 In my home, my home was conservative and, of course, I got a 
conservative Jewish education at Hillel Day School, but my 
grandparents were orthodox. They lived in Oak Park and we 
actually prayed at the Lubavitcher School in Oak Park when I 
was a kid. 

Susie Pappas: 01:47 You would have Shabbat dinners at your house? 

Leah Trosch: 01:49 It was interesting, we would go Saturday for lunch to my 
grandparent's every Saturday. My Zayde would come home 
from Shul, and my Bubbe would cook a really nice Shabbat 
lunch, and we would have lunch there. But my house, where I 
grew up, was kosher as well as my grandparents’ house, and we 
celebrated all the holidays with my grandparents. A lot of times 
we would walk all the way from Southfield to Oak Park for 
services for Rosh Hashanah on Yom Kippur, and it was a really 
long walk when you were a little kid. 

Susie Pappas: 02:19 It's interesting. Yet, you would drive there on Saturdays for your 
Shabbat lunch? 

Leah Trosch: 02:23 It's that funny? Yeah, I never really thought about that. 

Susie Pappas: 02:25 That is kind of ... 

Leah Trosch: 02:26 You know why? Because on Saturdays we went to their 
apartment. When we went for services on the high holidays we 
had to come to the Shul, and we didn't want to drive up in our 
car. Even if we drove, the few times we drove, we parked 
several blocks away. 

Susie Pappas: 02:41 I understand. 

Leah Trosch: 02:42 Yeah. 

Susie Pappas: 02:44 So, when we went to high school, were you involved in any 
Jewish activities? Or when you were in college were involved in 
any Jewish organizations? 

Leah Trosch: 02:57 So, what's interesting is I had Hillel Day School education, but I 
really insisted on going to public school for high school because 
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I really wanted to see what that was like. My parents were not 
thrilled, but they agreed. 

Susie Pappas: 03:09 Well, where would you have gone to high school if you had 
gone to a Jewish high school? 

Leah Trosch: 03:12 I guess at the time they didn't, but my parents wanted me to go 
to Kingswood, of course. 

Susie Pappas: 03:16 Oh, okay. [crosstalk 00:03:17] 

Leah Trosch: 03:17 They wanted me to go to private school. But, I think I wanted to 
see what the wider world was like. So, I was not involved in 
BBYO, I did not go to Camp Tamarack, I really didn't do much 
extra-circularly that was Jewish. I started going to Hebrew 
school, the Hebrew high school, after school, that they had at 
the time. That didn't last very long because all the classes we're 
taught in English. To me, if you're doing Jewish studies, you 
should have them in Hebrew. So, I'm a Hebrew high school 
drop-out. 

Leah Trosch: 03:50 And actually, in college, I was not involved in the Hillel House in 
college either, but once I had a kitchen and I was out of state, 
my house is where all the zaatar's were, so I did do Jewish 
things but not in an organized setting. 

Susie Pappas: 04:08 So, would so say that Philanthropy was important to your family 
when you were growing up? And if it was, how did you know 
that it was? 

Leah Trosch: 04:18 Okay, so, my parents were involved philanthropically. They 
were not the kind of hands on volunteer types, my mother was 
not like that, but they always were involved in the state of Israel 
bonds and Magen David Adom, and all those fundraisers that 
were happening. I remember my mom getting all dressed up 
and they would always go to the big dinner and my parents 
were always donors at those events. 

Susie Pappas: 04:42 Right. So, what interested you in becoming involved in Women's 
Department? 

Leah Trosch: 04:51 I actually didn't make a conscious decision to get involved at the 
very beginning. What happened was, my neighbor invited me to 
a house shower where they were collecting items to donate to 
new immigrants to Detroit for resettlement, I think there were 
still Russian immigrants coming at the time, I don't remember ... 
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Susie Pappas: 05:06 What year would you say that was? 

Leah Trosch: 05:06 You know what? That's a really good question. It was probably, I 
don't know, 1992 maybe '93, sometime in the early nineties. It 
was actually the person who lived across the street from me. 

Leah Trosch: 05:20 She invited me to her house one evening and I remember I 
bought a colander, a pasta strainer or whatever, I brought that 
and it was actually a Women's Department event, but I did not 
know it when I was invited. And once I went, I don't know, it 
somehow snowballed into other things. 

Susie Pappas: 05:39 So, until that time, had you been contributing to Federations? 

Leah Trosch: 05:45 No. 

Susie Pappas: 05:45 No, not at all? 

Leah Trosch: 05:46 No, but I had been living out of state also for ten years. So, at 
that point, I had moved back to Detroit maybe a year or two 
prior. 

Susie Pappas: 05:54 So, up until the early nineties you were not even living here in 
this city? 

Leah Trosch: 05:59 Correct, correct. 

Susie Pappas: 05:59 Okay. So, when you first became aware of Women's 
Department do you remember who the leaders were at the 
time? Who were the ... 

Leah Trosch: 06:11 You know, it's really hard to- I don't remember because when 
you first get invited to something and you don't even know that 
it's Women's Department or it's Women's Philanthropy, you 
know the person who invited you and the house, but you don't 
really know who the leadership is. I think the first president I 
can remember ... Wow, I don't even know. It was probably 
Nancy Grosfeld. Do you know what year that was? 

Susie Pappas: 06:34 Well, I mean I could figure it out but I don't know. 

Leah Trosch: 06:37 Yeah, that's probably the first person that I remember as a 
president. 

Susie Pappas: 06:41 So, the first thing you did, you were probably back in the city a 
year or so and you went to this Women's Department shower. 
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So, there must have been something about it that perked your 
interest? 

Leah Trosch: 06:55 I think it was getting involved again in the Jewish community 
because I had been out of town for so long, and my friends 
network had dissipated, and it was a way to reconnect and 
become part of the community again. 

Susie Pappas: 07:08 So, after that shower, where there other things that you started 
doing? Do you remember any activities that you were involved 
in, in those early years? 

Leah Trosch: 07:18 I think the first thing I remember is going to the Choices 
luncheon. 

Susie Pappas: 07:22 Okay. 

Leah Trosch: 07:24 At that time, those were the big event, 600-700 women or 
whatever at Adat Shalom. And those were the first campaign 
events that I remember going to. And all my friends and 
neighbors from the neighborhood all went, so we all went 
together. 

Susie Pappas: 07:37 So, this was the program that they would bring in a speaker and 
they would have table hostesses, which was a way of raising 
money, and there would be a minimum. 

Leah Trosch: 07:48 Correct. 

Susie Pappas: 07:48 So you're saying that your neighbors and your friends would 
make tables and you remember that? 

Leah Trosch: 07:54 Correct. 

Susie Pappas: 07:58 So let's skip a little bit and let me ask you something. What did 
you initially do, beyond going to Choices, something that you 
became involved in? A committee or a chairmanship that 
brought you into Women's Department? 

Leah Trosch: 08:19 You know, I don't really remember what the first 
committee/chairmanship was, I just remember that it's your 
fault I did it [crosstalk 00:08:27] in a good way! 

Susie Pappas: 08:28 No, I have to tell you, I was thinking about this earlier, I came 
into leadership when Nancy Jacobson was the campaign chair. 

Leah Trosch: 08:43 Okay. 
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Susie Pappas: 08:44 And I feel like I inherited you and Cheryl, Cheryl Margolis. 

Leah Trosch: 08:51 Right. 

Susie Pappas: 08:52 So, it must have been before that, probably Nancy Grosfeld and 
Nancy Jacobson. Do you remember ... Okay, when I first met 
you I think you were doing either give-a-mitzvah, which was a 
program we used to have, or that tzedakah fair. 

Leah Trosch: 09:18 I mean, I remember doing those, I just don't know if that was 
the first thing I did. But, I so distinctly remember when you 
called me and asked me to co-chair one of those, I don't know 
which one. And you said, "Oh, Cheryl said she would do it with 
you." And I thought, "Oh God, if Cheryl says she'll do it, I'll do it 
too." And I think the story is, this is sort of like an urban myth, 
that you said the same thing to Cheryl. "Oh, Leah said she would 
do it." And she said, "Okay!" So, I remember that. 

Susie Pappas: 09:43 We don't know if that's actually what happened but that's a 
great urban myth. 

Leah Trosch: 09:47 Like I said, urban myth. 

Susie Pappas: 09:47 And it worked well because you two were very, very good. But 
Leah, do you remember doing a Community Connections? 

Leah Trosch: 09:57 Oh, I absolutely did do Community Connections! Yes! 

Susie Pappas: 09:59 Okay, so we're going back now because the first Community 
Connections, which was called something else started in the 
early ... 

Leah Trosch: 10:05 Spring Forum. 

Susie Pappas: 10:06 Yeah, it was called Spring Forum. I'm glad that you remember. 

Leah Trosch: 10:09 Yes, of course I remember. 

Susie Pappas: 10:09 That was in the early 2000's. 

Leah Trosch: 10:13 Okay. 

Susie Pappas: 10:14 And I remember- this is your interview but I'm talking- that 
maybe you and Cheryl participated in that first one. 

Leah Trosch: 10:23 Yeah. 
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Susie Pappas: 10:24 Did you chair it after that? 

Leah Trosch: 10:26 I did chair it, yeah. Of course, I did. What's interesting about 
that is I remember I was on the board at Adat Shalom and 
Sharon Hart asked me if I would do Spring Forum, she actually 
gave me a folder with information or something, and I did not 
have someone to pick my kids up- I still had children in nursery 
school at Adat Shalom and it was in the middle of the day, it 
was around lunch time ... 

Susie Pappas: 10:51 Mm-hmm (affirmative), yes it was. 

Leah Trosch: 10:52 ... and that was pick-up time and I didn't have someone to pick 
them up for the six-week commitment. And so, I had to tell her 
no. Then a few years later somebody asked me again and I don't 
know if just because my kids we're older and they didn't have to 
be picked up at that time, or maybe I had a more flexible 
carpool or whatever, at that point I was able to say yes. 

Susie Pappas: 11:15 So, interesting, as a point of note, that first one that we did we 
targeted- I think I was the vice president for that program- and 
we targeted young mothers that all went to Hillel. In those days 
that's how…we would pick a group, a demographic group, and it 
was the Hillel group for that very first one. 

Leah Trosch: 11:41 Okay, that's interesting. 

Susie Pappas: 11:42 Okay. So, then we go ahead, and people noticed you. And after 
that did you and Cheryl chair something together? 

Leah Trosch: 11:57 Yeah, I think we ended up chairing that program, that 
Communities. I believe that was the program that the house 
shower was that my neighbor had, and I think we co-chaired 
that together. 

Susie Pappas: 12:12 So, funny that you should bring this up, because one of the 
questions that I wanted to ask you was, when you first became 
involved in Women's Department there was a much clearer 
definition between education programs and fundraising 
programs, do you remember that? 

Leah Trosch: 12:31 Absolutely. 

Susie Pappas: 12:32 And what do you remember as far as what called to you? 

Leah Trosch: 12:39 Well, I think both were happening for me at the same time 
because I was interested in co-chairing, I enjoyed the 
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experience of co-chairing an education program, and I was 
going to Choices, which was a campaign event simultaneously, 
so even though they were separate areas I was contributing to 
both. 

Susie Pappas: 13:03 Well, hopefully everybody that was involved in education was 
also a contributor to Federation, of course. 

Leah Trosch: 13:10 I mean, hopefully. But it's not always the case. 

Susie Pappas: 13:12 But what I remember in those days, is that we were very careful 
that there were certain people that, even if they did give to 
Federation, did not want to do fundraising, but they did want to 
be involved in education programs. 

Leah Trosch: 13:29 Right. So I think the more I got involved in the education half of 
it the more you learn, the more you understand that the 
campaign component is to vital, and it seemed like a very 
natural transition for me. When somebody, and I don't even 
remember who, asked me to co-chair a campaign division or do 
whatever campaign work there was ... I think at that point I felt I 
had made so many asks, asking people to sit on a committee, 
asking people to co-chair, asking people to be the site manager 
at It's-a-Mitzvah, which was a role, asking people to go on a 
mission, or whatever. 

Leah Trosch: 14:03 There were so many asks that the addition of asking for money 
was, to me, not a big leap at all. It was sort of asking the same 
thing, contributing is contributing whether it's writing a check or 
volunteering your time. 

Susie Pappas: 14:17 So, did you, as you were doing this, see yourself as someday 
being a campaign chair and a president? 

Leah Trosch: 14:25 Never. I was totally shocked when I was asked. Seriously, I know 
you don't believe me. 

Susie Pappas: 14:31 I do believe you. 

Leah Trosch: 14:33 I was like, "Really?" I had no idea. 

Susie Pappas: 14:36 So, I guess we should talk about the mission. 

Leah Trosch: 14:47 Oh, that was wonderful, the mission. 

Susie Pappas: 14:49 Let's talk about that. 
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Leah Trosch: 14:50 Okay, so, you asked me to do something and I don't remember 
what it was, and I said, "You know, it's wonderful, I love 
planning luncheons and parties and designing invitations and 
doing all that, but I want to do something that's really 
important, something where my heart is. And that is Israel-
related." 

Susie Pappas: 15:11 Okay, funny that you should say that because what happened ... 
Sandy Schwartz was the president and I was the campaign chair, 
Sandy Schwartz wanted very much to do an education mission 
and really had a group of women that also wanted to go to 
Israel as an education mission. 

Leah Trosch: 15:30 I remember that, I remember that. 

Susie Pappas: 15:31 And Marion Freedman was the exec and I was the campaign 
chair, and I remember we had conversions that we didn't 
believe that general Federation was going to support an 
education. I felt, as campaign chair ... and I have to say that I 
was basically always on the campaign side, so campaign was my 
thing ... that I wanted to do a campaign trip. 

Susie Pappas: 15:58 In the past we had something called Hadracha for women but 
that had dissipated and I wanted to bring this in. So, fast 
forward to this trip, which is going to be an education trip, and I 
did ask you and Lori Garon. 

Leah Trosch: 16:14 So, do you remember this? There was an attempt at a real 
education mission, which as just for learning, prior to our 
mission. 

Susie Pappas: 16:22 That's the one I'm talking about. 

Leah Trosch: 16:24 I remember at the board meeting that Hadas Bernard got up 
there with an apple and talked about the rosy glow of the apple 
and how this is the same rosy glow you have when you're in 
Israel. 

Susie Pappas: 16:36 I don't remember that but I [crosstalk 00:16:37] 

Leah Trosch: 16:37 I totally remember that, and it just didn't come together. 

Susie Pappas: 16:40 This is the trip that I was talking about? 

Leah Trosch: 16:43 Right, right. 

Susie Pappas: 16:44 Okay. 

https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=MzqyeGsakWdTnXbyQv8L0yxh2e6-hMj8y9w_QJ1CKR_aqW8QapIHj9dF7Ddp122oKKq4KqcTqVvBI_U6K6f3c4vdSwc&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=890.96
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=g3wJ126W30Tmo7pQnfXSH_GaCAwupBVEAl4XKFesxJv2gcRqQo1l7P48k71wCuRS_g3JFiwJ_fQISWA-Dat8qHKG18w&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=911.58
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=XxYL_xtuQkiir0XwM9mD-ZtP_w69Fj0PAj8P_OgfKYxBjhqeLFdyy3hvhu-h7K8ponvDy1Mn9ooeT3QphB16yEwQH08&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=930.34
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=MvP8QquHwjEsIz4XffaTXNXweajIv3wBAWdmG2t_8XuGmTknBShGJluEFkpUG3mr_Gpobvu0u_Sp0jzIgb7CdrE6udM&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=931
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=CsiAuvLqCf17FXj3mNnnHnvuYXW-ln3l1AJKV1SG9_PcKRLEA3zbEnJH0-qmlONR-zm02BseatXfXScDytM_Y1HXk2Q&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=958.56
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=QhVKMdeZO48VKZdxDc3-MIlzvVAxg4NTO5oGslTGpeRum2101xbI91ZOMUyHzdh2i3AByGsUSY7tAcp02HYAOWpTlME&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=974.06
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=V-2YgyIqzyP92xq5CF4V_52GwIwKEDh0cQPVX-R9Qr95ELt3S_DmPJKdUt2uOd2XvIc2AE1f8dIj8uHTM8kCB9DtFy0&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=982.26
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=Zo5Cx6tqfb3N3YGUFazArMzOihVOuJwdAgHhj5RFfVE6O6rkP7Ej9cpYBjxeNpQLBxdTSz24yDh7QuogPkWvpc0p5HM&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=984.41
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=pAKmpvnozE_snP_5Pr-ZyHsDwZ4vW1u2MUSOb0ViA9lMDtNFmo_MlDnaamBPRm7DiJlSlueEjBkC2FXu8UmbeJumEAY&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=996.01
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=klMfFqKJ-zualUBldk8sqPr8SHEundwjXGKQe5Vd2ae52y1aRCTRwWMmK-cxXYfeSUcDPG8FVsj4qlPbRNPJZ2eqVwg&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=997.05
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=hly5yKCFJdRVH3HbMWiyErZIZdu8hzv-oqEwev5scgH5EN2ZG-fzg9gdnnUqs6iA7HKOoeTI2MhJpqp1riDVs93bINs&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=1000.83
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=N_Cxk3JVM8zrhRc7Gxrk0t9NUIDLusta-fGKof2GhF98pBzMXlVrGwSRvGNlRhLYQZAE_iQdvnAF8AWX3PdlDdLUM-w&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=1003.04
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=DPB62TYIG-IPz54j9B-Hn2KYYQ5rgylcfOmvkGcQGcefsJBFN8IQLIdPt0RG_byUjfKuhzsIA1q2dC25nnTm05OORno&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=1004.6


 

 

 

 Page 10 of 20 

 

Leah Trosch: 16:45 And then subsequent to that you, I don't know what happened 
behind the scenes, but you asked me to co-chair with Lori Garon 
and I was totally on board. I mean, that for me is like hitting the 
sweet spot. 

Susie Pappas: 16:56 So, and in fact, you gave this trip its name. 

Leah Trosch: 17:01 Oh, I really forgot. 

Susie Pappas: 17:03 Okay, so tell us about that. 

Leah Trosch: 17:04 So, I don't even know how it came about, was it because we 
talked about going to see the Mona Lisa of the Galilee when we 
were planning? 

Susie Pappas: 17:13 I think you maybe brought a picture of this and you said, "We 
have to see this mosaic." And then, fast-forward… 

Leah Trosch: 17:23 The mosaic is in our region, right? The Mona Lisa of the Galilee. 
Maybe I brought it in because we were looking for images. So a 
lot of times when I was chairing programs I brought a lot of the 
visuals in because I'm a visual person, I'm an architect, that's my 
background. So, I was always bringing in images and working on 
the invitations, the graphics, it's just something I like to do. 

Leah Trosch: 17:45 So, I probably brought in the picture of the Mona Lisa of the 
Galilee looking for some kind of emblem or some kind of image 
to relate to the mission. And I don't know how it came up ... 
somebody said, or I said, I don't know, that it's a mosaic and 
about all the pieces fitting together to create a whole, hence 
the name, "The Mosaic Mission." 

Susie Pappas: 18:04 And, do you remember the qualifications or what went into 
somebody participating? Because this was important. 

Leah Trosch: 18:14 So, there was more of a commitment, not just about the 
campaign, it was a three year/18,000 dollar gift, and there was 
also a few other asks involved. They were supposed to speak to 
four or five friends of theirs when we returned from the trip to 
share their experience, not necessarily to solicit but to share 
their experience, tell them about what they learned, about 
Federation, about Israel. And I think there were some follow-up 
programs also that we did. 

Susie Pappas: 18:49 And weren't there some pre-programs as well? 
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Leah Trosch: 18:51 Yeah, there we're also pre-programs, yes. I remember the 
packing program, very popular. 

Susie Pappas: 18:56 This mission was very important because ... what followed? 

Leah Trosch: 19:04 Well, first of all I would say 98% ... actually we looked at it. 
When I was campaign chair we actually looked back at our 
Mosaic Mission participants to see if they continued giving at 
that level and I would say over 90% continued giving at the level 
for many, many years. Even after the requirement was over. 

Susie Pappas: 19:24 And they became leaders in programs. 

Leah Trosch: 19:25 They absolutely became leaders. We plugged them in, they 
were co-chairs of committees and they co-chaired the division, 
the pomegranate division, which was the $18,000 and up 
division so a lot of them co-chaired that. And we did, for a 
couple years, we did reunion kind of things, ya know? It was 
great. 

Susie Pappas: 19:43 Yeah, so I think it was a real turning point in Women's 
Department. 

Leah Trosch: 19:46 Yes. Yep. 

Susie Pappas: 19:48 Okay, so I have some more questions for you. 

Leah Trosch: 19:52 Okay. 

Susie Pappas: 19:52 What did your husband and your family think about your 
involvement in all this Federation stuff? 

Leah Trosch: 19:59 So, my husband is really great and he's very supportive. First of 
all, I think at the beginning I think he had no idea what was 
going on. He didn't even pay attention. And then the more 
involved I got he was absolutely always very supportive of 
whatever I do and at one point we co-chaired the Maimonides 
mission, which was the mission for the doctors. 

Susie Pappas: 20:19 I remember that. 

Leah Trosch: 20:19 And, you know, my husband is not really an involved kind of 
person but they asked him to do it, it was couples, so they asked 
me to do it with him. I really wanted him to do it because I 
wanted him to share in the experience that I was having and 
feeling the same kind of commitment to Federation. And 

https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=V_U5OJjpwSMoIrVfEdbZeXzq1Wu9DuQaWh95J7oRBJMYwDYeFIPOoz74S8tSCVlIs-XhF_-4Q1Ac0hnqhGMzzQpnZHY&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=1131.45
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=w5tOa4pBo3eEKkt7BhgVHWR_wYBoZuvrJKYmMxTBE3ySX2eT3u9Dy3TSOXn62AKVu9Ep1TJmGfQmh_n9FjlHJ5ucIrQ&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=1136.01
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=XNAu6XydM_yHUNfS7U1hHjx1jky_71LsmTBT4YYG3b27T33d5v5bMkLt93mtCGnKxac90uLjFjeipq0uVT-njDFAVGI&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=1144.83
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=thG63MLUMw7N0xxMRu4nwMvEu1dicYz-SIDXDCbpoduNdl4l_EihcI9Z3USXF0VtxS8s6h4ly_OXuM3qCLmKZQKH8_o&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=1164.36
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=Tn-qCCTERp7uDGpPMO1mmbsfyh4-_0ZOF8CDlW9kBUWpw6_9aqhEDBX-NHzeAhmPPvoCyKInKma0OYp8bv1Sx_D0PdU&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=1165.86
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=eCenDBXPMzoIkRtIBuYZXFbeFqAuTiQMqm5tAthuU-0uyKxRfYUGJN4GvuexoUevtpZ_jkUFEuI-J-WFchEKs7VGtAA&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=1183.94
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=cMtof8xbitC9W5LVjW0jzjP36vLepDwIyPOWzLWwaozfQw4VGNkl-aIvJ47RbsdF4KHXTDeEhR7sVcwFEe25qoyA4Sk&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=1186.83
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=JIjyIpSxt9JxyBUyS0ELwelaTD6ZBJPk3irE9emfbg-sg_Yh4yOofvKtErkNUJQy2ngnJDFKmxxlWDZdiLry24yWclc&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=1188.83
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=fj4NuYDP2BNjtFt2BSYkoqwH6Ik2PqSmFpqM31U4_3bnzPEHXpUUCA89107m7J-cI3v3N9K5llaE3sF0hcuKj0FEhhE&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=1192.67
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=HEDpo45Cn8XK-wXNbgRkeuupvBgugwH2735CDoGdGtv1IV8w26d9LvfXUu4SvxY1R6QEoC3U91zlsdlq7WhR4yvuJ9o&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=1192.7
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=EqBBJPYKEmhdavEgaNrqyu8dHyw3GHA6uhkc1SFN8lpgWTN-_cN9Gn5EWogWguRUcVqCcYKePNmIR0a3gw4UppV7nIo&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=1199.44
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=P0gsrOSRzm4hYLZdbaCSQyp3uz_c0mbtdjO_CplusInwn06QsPo7m9yuwonHMyoIZnOfkLEOfG1jYtvdqwEFcWhBRfQ&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=1219.86
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=FEb4fK7HEZ_KtWiNmEX112jn_sS-OpUM44GsXe5Jptc73Gre_pAy-B4QQ04C8K-ZWHbTM_tUVWSyXSEuVS5HNcjEAzo&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=1219.9


 

 

 

 Page 12 of 20 

 

because we both gave a gift at that time ... I just felt it was really 
important for him to do that. 

Leah Trosch: 20:45 And my kids are always very supportive. My youngest one, I 
think I wrote that in the questionnaire, he loved it whenever I 
would go to meetings, "Oh, you going to J-Fed?" He had this 
cute little name. I thought it was so cute. 

Susie Pappas: 20:58 So, do you think it's important, in a couple, for both people to 
participate in Federation. 

Leah Trosch: 21:05 Yeah, absolutely. 

Susie Pappas: 21:06 And why do you think that a woman's gift is important as 
opposed to just doing a family gift? 

Leah Trosch: 21:12 There are so many reasons, in my opinion, that it's almost 
gotten to the point that to ask the question, "Why a woman's 
gift" seems to me ridiculous. Why wouldn't there be a woman's 
gift?  

Susie Pappas: 21:24 Tell us some of the reasons, cause there will be people, and 
there have been people, that say to you, "But, we give as a 
family." 

Leah Trosch: 21:28 Okay so, for me personally, I don't think I would have gotten as 
involved and I certainly would have not been asked to take on 
the level of responsibly and the level of commitment that I have 
in the organization if I were not giving a gift, if I was just hanging 
onto my husbands gift. Why would anybody ask me to sit on a 
board, or co-chair a mission, or do any of those things? So, if 
you have hopes of getting involved and really getting your 
hands on things, I think you absolutely have to make your own 
gift. There's no question about it. 

Leah Trosch: 22:00 And I think it's really important for women to have 
representation throughout the organization. If we want women 
to sit on the Federation board, or on the Foundation board, or 
to sit on all those committees that do the work of Federation, 
you have to make your own gift. Otherwise, you're not going to 
be in a position to represent the community or represent 
yourself or your family. So, I think it's really important for a 
woman to give her own gift. 

Susie Pappas: 22:25 But do you think it's important for your family to know you give 
your own gift? 
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Leah Trosch: 22:32 It's so hard for me to imagine otherwise, so that's so hard for 
me to answer that question. Because, I don't think my kids 
would ever think, "Well, why is mom giving her own gift?" I 
think it's so natural ... I can't imagine it any other way, let's put 
it that way. 

Susie Pappas: 22:49 Well, that's it. Very good, okay. So, who are the people that 
were involved in Women's Department, who are some of the 
leaders you remember? Who were your mentors and why? 

Leah Trosch: 23:11 So many women for so many different reasons. So many 
women contribute different aspects to Federation and to 
Woman's Philanthropy so, I mean, it's great that there are so 
many different kinds of women involved. I think you were 
campaign chair when I was VP, is that correct? 

Susie Pappas: 23:27 I think so. 

Leah Trosch: 23:28 Or when you were President? Maybe when you were campaign 
chair. So, as a couple of campaign chair and president under you 
and Sandy was really the point where I felt like I was really 
coming along and really a part of Woman's Philanthropy. So, 
you guys were an incredible role model to me of how a 
president and a campaign chair work together. 

Leah Trosch: 23:51 And it was a really interesting time because we had changed 
staff and you guys were kind of ... Right? It was right when 
Marion started. Oh, that's when you became president. 

Susie Pappas: 24:01 No, no, Marion, Sandy, and I all came in [crosstalk 00:24:05] 

Leah Trosch: 24:05 At the same time. Right, so a lot of things were changing in a 
really good way, it was a really exciting time, and you guys ... it 
was really flawless, it was really great. And, you know we have 
great relationship and you've always been such a role model to 
me, you and Norm. 

Susie Pappas: 24:22 Thank you. 

Leah Trosch: 24:23 And you know, I just love it. Seriously. I don't even have to ask a 
question if I wanna know something, you tell me. And I love 
that. I love that you just say things so clearly and I so appreciate 
that because I learn so much from that. 

Susie Pappas: 24:40 Good! 
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Leah Trosch: 24:41 And I really value your honestly. You taught me lot about being 
a donor. I mean, you were the person who said to me, "If you're 
a leader, you make a leadership gift." And I will never forget 
that. I mean that was, again, so clear and so straightforward. It's 
the kind of thing you could on a sweatshirt or something 
because you really remember it, it's iconic. 

Leah Trosch: 25:02 Other women ... Doreen. Doreen is one of those incredible ... so 
warm and loving. Everyone brings something different and she's 
been on several missions with me actually because she came 
with us on a Mosaic, another Mosaic, I don't even know. She is 
the glue that brings people together in such a warm way so 
she's an incredible role model. She's so welcoming, I always felt 
so welcome around her. 

Leah Trosch: 25:29 Marcie has been an incredible role model for me, too. When 
she speaks I always am so moved by her and she just handles a 
meeting flawlessly it's really a lot to live up to, but I learn a lot 
from it. 

Susie Pappas: 25:44 So, would you describe how you saw being campaign chair 
when you came in, how did you feel that you wanted to a 
campaign chair? Did you feel that there were changes you 
wanted to make or things you wanted to continue? What was 
your vision as being campaign chair? 

Leah Trosch: 26:07 So, I actually loved being campaign chair, I really did. I mean, 
being president is wonderful too, in a very different way. But I 
really love campaign chair because it's all about goals and 
achieving those goals and I just love that. 

Susie Pappas: 26:19 Mm-hmm (affirmative). 

Leah Trosch: 26:21 I had a couple goals when I came in. Number one I really 
wanted to simplify the campaign year, because we ended up 
having so many different programs for all the different levels 
and we have such limited financial resources, it was really hard 
to find the money to put on events. And then we put in all this 
effort and you get maybe 50 gifts or something, I don't know, 
something that I could sit down in one afternoon and make the 
phone calls and get them. 

Susie Pappas: 26:46 Mm-hmm (affirmative). 

Leah Trosch: 26:46 So, that was really important, was to simplify the campaign 
structure. There was a real effort to get younger, newer donors, 
that was really important. And I just felt the communication was 
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a really important piece. We weren't really utilizing the different 
media to do things and I try ... some of my things were kind of 
silly but I don't mind that I did them because I think it was a 
worth while experience. I would send videos, or when we were 
trying to get people to come for telethons I would send a 
personal note, or a little poem, or a little story, or something 
like that. 

Leah Trosch: 27:22 That's actually something I learned from Marcie, who used to 
write these very personal newsletters, there was always a story 
about something that was happening in her life. Now of course, 
when she writes it it's hysterically funny and I'm not funny, but I 
thought, "Okay, that personal connection is really important in 
campaign." Because it's all about making that connection with 
another person and getting them where they live. 

Leah Trosch: 27:45 And so I really tried to do that. I found that I would send, let's 
say, it would be an E-mail to 150 people that were on our board 
or whatever asking them to come and make phone calls, and 
people really answered me. Even if they couldn't make it, I think 
they felt like, "Oh, Leah's waiting to hear what I have to say." 
Even if they couldn't make it they would send me their response 
with why they couldn't and I just felt that personal connection 
really got people in the room, really made them work, and they 
were always showing up for telethons. Not just for Woman's 
Philanthropy but also for General. You'd come to Super Sunday 
or some other push and there would be all these women and 
everyone was like, "Wow, look at all these women that showed 
up." So that was something I really worked on. 

Susie Pappas: 28:28 So, when you were in leadership you were able to really use 
social media. Do you feel that social media became much more 
important when you were campaign chair? 

Leah Trosch: 28:41 That's when it was really ... Some of the things failed. It was so 
interesting, we were at Epic the other night and the same thing 
that happens at a woman's campaign event was happening. 
That after they make the ask it's very difficult to fill out the 
pledge cards, collect the envelopes, the room starts to get 
noisy, and my husband said, "Ugh, everybody has a cell phone. 
Why aren't they doing it on the cell phone?" 

Leah Trosch: 29:04 And we tried that at a Woman's Philanthropy campaign event 
when I was campaign chair and it turned out it was expensive 
and for some reason it didn't really work any better. 

Susie Pappas: 29:15 Mm-hmm (affirmative). 
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Leah Trosch: 29:16 Which was interesting. But I felt it was important to try it, we 
learn something, even if it wasn't to do it again. We learned 
maybe it wasn't worth the investment. So, we tried a lot of 
things that, like I said, some didn't but were worth trying. 

Susie Pappas: 29:32 So, do you want to talk about what you felt the difference 
between campaign chair and being president? What were your 
duties as president? 

Leah Trosch: 29:42 So, I think being president is kind of more big picture than being 
campaign chair because it's not about, "I gotta get these dollars 
raised by this date and this event by this date." It's a little bit 
more about how everybody feels about Woman's Philanthropy, 
it's about how woman are represented in the community. It's 
just a different role, it's more about growing your leadership. 
It's very different than being campaign chair. I really enjoyed it, 
but it is a different kind of experience. 

Susie Pappas: 30:14 And a lot of people that were both campaign chair and 
president, if you were to poll the women, I think the majority 
would say they enjoyed their time as campaign chair more than 
being president. 

Leah Trosch: 30:28 Yeah. 

Susie Pappas: 30:28 And I think it's because of what you said, the goals and the 
[crosstalk 00:30:32] 

Leah Trosch: 30:32 You have a sense of accomplishment when you finished your 
event and you've raised X amount of dollars, and you've closed 
X number of cards, you're like, "Oh, did my job and did it well." 
Where being president is more of a feeling, it's a little more 
different. 

Susie Pappas: 30:42 So, let me zero in on something, when you look back at your 
time as campaign chair and president, what would you say are 
your proudest accomplishments? 

Leah Trosch: 30:55 I was really proud of getting a lot of younger woman. This is so 
interesting because these are so many of the things that were 
so important to you. 

Susie Pappas: 31:00 That's true. 

Leah Trosch: 31:01 I noticed that, yeah. Getting younger, newer women involved. I 
think that's, of course, really important and we have a lot of 
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younger women right now that are leading and moving up in 
leadership roles and that's really exciting. 

Leah Trosch: 31:13 Another thing that was really important to me was making 
Woman's Philanthropy accessible to working women. More and 
more of our woman are working and the fact that board 
meetings were in the morning ... I mean, it was just terrible. 
You're putting up all these barriers for working women and it 
really bothered me. So, we moved all our board meetings to 
lunchtime and we provide a little lunch so you can come in, grab 
your lunch, have your meeting, go back to work. 

Leah Trosch: 31:43 We had this past year ... was it this year or two years ago? We 
had our first vice presidents that are working women and that 
was a huge achievement in my opinion because they are also on 
the executive committee, I mean, these are important leaders 
and it may be that we will have an associate campaign chair or a 
president that is a working woman and that's a really ... it's kind 
of an overwhelming goal but maybe that should be there also. 
There should not be anything that a working woman can't do. 

Leah Trosch: 32:13 We also got a lot of women on the Federation board because 
we had so many very competent, high-profile women coming 
up in Women's Philanthropy we were able, I don't know, five or 
six new women on the Federation board in just the last year or 
two. So that's been a huge accomplishment, too. 

Leah Trosch: 32:30 There's some little things, we modified the bi-laws, we changed 
our newsletter, some of those little things 

Susie Pappas: 32:38 Those are all good! 

Leah Trosch: 32:40 They're all good, it's all good. 

Susie Pappas: 32:41 So, what skills do you think are important to make a good 
leader? 

Leah Trosch: 32:47 I think you have to be really passionate about what you're 
doing, that's number one. Because if you're passionate about it 
and you can communicate that, then everyone else can be 
passionate about it. So that's, I think, the number one. 

Leah Trosch: 33:01 The number two thing is to be a really good listener. It's really 
important to listen to what people want, what people like, what 
people don't like. People wanna be heard and if they feel like 
you're listening to them and then you actually do something 
and they can see, "Oh my God, she really listened to what I was 
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saying, she really understands what's difficult for me, what I'm 
really interested in, where I really wanna go with this." Then 
they really feel valued in the organization. 

Susie Pappas: 33:29 So, we didn't get to this but I'm gonna ask you this now, what 
staff members did you work with and what was your 
relationship with them? 

Leah Trosch: 33:39 So, I worked with so many. Now, when I think about it, there's 
probably people that went in and out that I can't even 
remember their names, because there were so many people. 

Susie Pappas: 33:49 One's that you really worked closely with. 

Leah Trosch: 33:50 Ones that I really worked close with. When I first came into a 
leadership role at Woman's Philanthropy, Jennifer Levine was 
the director. Is that not true? 

Leah Trosch: 34:00 No! Jennifer Noparstak, that's right. It goes that far back, right. 
So, I worked with both Jennifers. It was first Jennifer Noparstak 
and then Jennifer Levine. 

Susie Pappas: 34:09 Okay. 

Leah Trosch: 34:10 I think when I was associate campaign chair Jennifer Levine was 
in charge. Then, of course, Amy started when I became 
campaign chair, I think that's right. 

Susie Pappas: 34:23 Oh, that was an interesting time. 

Leah Trosch: 34:25 That was a lot ... I mean, it was all new for her then all of a 
sudden it was all there in front of me ... 

Susie Pappas: 34:32 You really had to teach her the way? 

Leah Trosch: 34:37 Okay, I would never say it that ways because Amy is such a good 
professional and she knows so much about running a non-profit 
and working with lay-leaders, that she taught me all that stuff 
and I taught her all the, "Well, this is the way Woman's 
Philanthropy has done it." Or, "This is the way, blah blah blah." 

Leah Trosch: 34:55 So, it was a real partnership and she's been great. She was 
wonderful to work with. 

Susie Pappas: 34:59 Well, that's good. That's great. And did you work with Jessica 
Goodwin? 
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Leah Trosch: 35:06 Yes, Jessica is wonderful. She's terrific. And a lot of people were 
involved. Marianne Bloomberg has been working for a long time 
with me, and Jessica, for a while Megan was involved. I mean, 
there were so many people that make it happen. 

Susie Pappas: 35:21 There's a lot of cogs in, yeah. 

Leah Trosch: 35:22 A lot of support. 

Susie Pappas: 35:26 So, how were you affected by this transition in staff and also in 
lay-leadership? How did you view all the different changes? 

Leah Trosch: 35:34 Well, I mean, change happens all the time, right? 

Susie Pappas: 35:38 Mm-hmm (affirmative). 

Leah Trosch: 35:38 So it's both a little scary and a little exciting because there's a lot 
of opportunity that comes with change. That's one thing, 
another thing about being a leader I think, is you can't get to 
stuck in your own ways because if you do then you're just going 
to be fighting those winds of change, and then nothing is going 
to get accomplished. So, I think it's really important to be 
flexible. 

Leah Trosch: 35:59 And when you have really accomplished staff, even if they don't 
know every detail about Woman's Philanthropy, it doesn't really 
matter because they really know how to do things and if you 
work together things just keep moving along. 

Susie Pappas: 36:13 Well, I think we've covered a lot of things, a lot of issues, and 
things that happened while you were president and campaign 
chair, but is there anything else that you want to say about 
Woman's Philanthropy or your time here? And of course you're 
still involved, although you are now a grandma, so you'll be busy 
with that too. 

Leah Trosch: 36:35 So, it's funny because now, as immediate past president, I chair 
the nominating committee. 

Susie Pappas: 36:41 Oh, that's right! 

Leah Trosch: 36:41 And I didn't realize it was two years, I thought it was just this 
year, but I just found out it's one more year after that. So, even 
though I thought I was finished, I still another year. But no, I've 
loved my time being involved and I don't see it at an end, I just 
see my role differently. 
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Susie Pappas: 36:59 Okay. 

Leah Trosch: 36:59 Right? So, you know, when you're a part of Federation there are 
a thousand different places where you can be of value and I'm 
happy to be in any of them, so. 

Susie Pappas: 37:09 Well, we have been very fortunate to have you. Thank you! 

Leah Trosch: 37:12 Thank you, it's been my pleasure. Thanks Susie! 
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